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Weekly Prayer Devotional 

March 27, 2011 

…..I was hungry and you gave me something 
to eat…..Matthew 25:35 
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Week One  
Seeking Grace 

 

Jesus told His followers that they were to be the “light of the world.”  (Matthew 5:14)  What sets a Christian life 
apart from any other life?  What is distinctive about our place in the world?  Christians are not smarter, 
stronger, or more accomplished than those outside of the faith.  What makes us different is the role of Jesus in 
our lives.  We serve Him as Lord and are saved by His grace.  It is the grace of Christ that should be what sets us 
apart from the rest of the world.  Phillip Yancey, in his book entitled What’s So Amazing About Grace?, states 
“Grace is Christianity’s best gift to the world, a spiritual nova in our midst exerting a force stronger than 
vengeance, stronger than racism, stronger than hate.”  Let us seek this week to let the grace of Christ flow 
through us as we attempt to impact our community through Feed the Bay. 

 

Praying for Physical Needs 
 

 “But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, ‘And who is my neighbor?’  In reply 
Jesus said:  ‘A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands 
of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him . . .’ ”   Luke 10:29-30   

 
Jesus’ answer to the question of “who is my neighbor“ begins with an act of violence.  The man traveling on the 
road simply was in the wrong place at the wrong time.  A band of robbers attacked him and beat him. Many of 
those facing physical needs during this season are similarly overwhelmed.  Layoffs, economic downturns, even 
individuals who make poor choices ultimately are left in need.  It is not up to us to figure out who is at fault, but 
to attempt to minister to those in need.  Regardless of the origin of the robbers, the man was still left beaten on 
the side of the road.  Let us pray for those who feel a similar oppression because of hunger.  Pray that they 
might receive encouragement as God’s people tangibly express the compassion of God through Feed the Bay. 

 
Praying for Emotional Needs 

 

 “…..and went away, leaving him half dead.”       Luke 10:30  
 
The inability to care for your family’s needs is not just a physical problem, it is an emotional one as well.  A sense 
of worthlessness can pervade one’s thinking.  Because many are unable to buy food or other necessities, they 
feel as if they are inferior to everyone else.  They feel abandoned and alone.  Pray for the emotional needs of 
those who will be ministered to through Feed the Bay.  Pray that the support of the Christian community might 
help them to understand that no one is worthless in God’s eyes.  They need to realize that God has not 
abandoned them.  May the ministries of God’s people show our community that God’s love has not left them 
alone. 

 
Praying for the Will to Help 

 

 “A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed 
by on the other side.  So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by 
on the other side.  But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he 
saw him, he took pity on him.”         Luke 10:31-33   

 
Two men saw the wounded traveler and did not stop to help.  Only the Samaritan saw the man and took pity on 
him.    The others saw him but were not moved to compassion.  The Samaritan was touched to the very core of 
his being when he saw the condition of the man.  It was this deep feeling that caused him to help his fellow 
traveler.  Pray today that God might make in us a soft heart whereby we will be moved by the plight of others.  
Not just intending to do well by them but actually putting our compassion into action through Feed the Bay. 
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The Spiritual Need 
 

 “He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on 
his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him.”     Luke 10:34    

 
While it is obvious that the Samaritan took care of the physical needs of the man on the side of the road, we may 
not recognize the spiritual component.  The body tends to respond to treatment faster than the spirit.  The man’s 
wounds were beginning to heal even as he was being carried to the inn.  The spirit of a man who had been beaten 
and left abandoned takes longer to heal.  The Samaritan took care of him.  One can imagine how he talked and 
soothed the man’s fears as he ministered to his physical needs.  Pray today that you might be the voice of 
compassion and the hands of comfort to someone who feels battered by the world.  Let the light of Christ shine in 
you as you minister to others through Feed the Bay that it might brighten someone else’s dark corner. 

 
The Relational Need 

 
  “The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper. 'Look after him,' 

he said, 'and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’”   
            Luke 10:35 
 
The Samaritan was not a “one and done” kind of helper.  He recognized that the needs of this man might extend 
beyond his act of compassion for the day.  He committed himself to meeting the man’s need beyond his daily good 
deed.  Pray that Feed the Bay might inspire Christians to express God’s love in more than a single situation or 
ministry.  May we forge relationships with others that allow us to be a continual avenue of God’s blessings in their 
lives. 
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Week Two 
Society of Grace 

 

Christians are called by God to live in community with each other.  Each follower of Jesus is encouraged to use his/
her gifts and resources so that God might be glorified and the body of Christ might be edified.  This week, pray for 
your society of grace.  Pray that God would use your church to express the love of Christ to our community. 

 

Body of Christ 
 

 “The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, 
they form one body. So it is with Christ.  For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body-
whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free-and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.”   

           1 Corinthians 12:12-13   
 
One of the chief concerns Jesus had for His followers was that they would be unified in their service to God’s 
kingdom.  Even as He prayed for us in John 17, Jesus concerned Himself with the unity of His followers.  The unity 
of God’s people would demonstrate to the world that Jesus truly was sent by God.  (John 17:21)  In other words, 
the unity of God’s people is imperative to our witness for Christ.  Pray that Feed the Bay may spark a spirit of unity 
among God’s people.  Working together, we will accomplish more than any one church could accomplish 
separately.  More than that, we will demonstrate the truth of the Gospel to our community.  Our unity will testify 
to the truth of Jesus’ saving work. 

 
Heart of Christ 

 

 “I do wish, brother, that I may have some benefit from you in the Lord; refresh my heart in 
Christ.”           Philemon 1:20   

 
Paul writes to a fellow Christian concerning the freedom of a man named Onesimus.  It is in Philemon’s power to 
set Onesimus free and allow him to continue to serve at Paul’s side.  One of the key truths about Feed the Bay is 
that it allows Christians in our community to set others free from the bondage of hunger.  Of course, that means 
that we need to feel the same compassion for our community that Paul felt for his friend Onesimus.  Paul asks 
Philemon to refresh him in the Lord by setting Onesimus free.  Consider how refreshing it will be to see God’s 
people serving their community in the unity of Christian love.  Pray that our community will see the love of God 
pouring forth from His people.  Pray that our unity will provide a season of refreshment for God’s people inspiring 
us to do more good service in the name of Jesus. 

 
Will of Christ 

 

 “Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened 
in his faith and gave glory to God, being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he 
had promised.”          Romans 4:20-21  

 
Paul writes of the faith of Abraham that would be “credited to him as righteousness” in Romans 4.  It is important 
for us to understand that salvation is always by faith – even in the Old Testament.  Yet, this statement tells us 
something more.  Abraham was confident in the ability of God to fulfill His promise.  Abraham was absolutely 
convinced that God would do exactly as God promised.  That confidence in God is based on the knowledge of 
God’s overcoming power.  What God wills shall be done.  The very God who can simply speak the universe into 
being can also fulfill His purpose among His people.  Pray today that God’s will be done in the lives of His people.  
Let us be fully persuaded that God can accomplish the noble task of helping the hungry through the ministry of His 
people and Feed the Bay. 
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Spirit of Christ 
 

 “Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.” 
            2 Corinthians 3:17  
 
The Gospel message is compared to the message of the law in this passage.  Paul tells us that the law serves to 
show us our need for Jesus.  We all need to be set free in Christ because under the law we are still enslaved by our 
sins.  Yet, when the Gospel is received, it sets us free.  Not free to ignore the teaching of the law but free from the 
burden of guilt and shame that comes with sin.  The freedom of Christ through the Gospel means I am free from 
being concerned about the things that captivate a non-believing world.  What will I wear, what will I eat; these 
things are placed in the hand of God who has promised to meet our needs.  In turn, our freedom can then help us 
focus on the needs of those around us.  As we strive to minister to the community through Feed the Bay, let us 
pray that our freedom in Christ allows us to refocus our energies on a community longing to see the love of God in 
action.  We can love them and share our resources with them because we trust that God will provide exactly what 
is needed.   

 
Fellowship of Christ 

 

 “We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship 
with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ.”  1 John 1:3  

 
When we divest ourselves of selfish motives and the desire to be noticed, God’s people can be a powerful force 
for sharing the testimony of Christ.  As John reminds us here, we are to tell others of the truth that we know 
about Jesus.   Christians become a kind of conduit for the grace of Christ.  We do not save anyone but because of 
God’s salvation at work in our lives, we can share with others the blessings of God.  The Gospel message, 
demonstrated by believers working together for the glory of God’s kingdom, provides a powerful witness.  Let us 
pray that the unified fellowship of God’s people through Feed the Bay will demonstrate the fellowship we have 
with God and will serve as a witness of God’s love for our community. 
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Week Three 
Sharing Grace 

 

This week we begin preparing for the actual Feed the Bay event.  It is an opportunity for churches to work 
together to meet the physical needs of our community.  As such, we become a tangible expression of God’s love.  
We become the conduits for sharing the grace of God with those in need of food.  Pray this week that we prepare 
ourselves to be the physical expression of God’s grace to our community. 
 

Grace Greater than Physical Need 
 

 "Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take 
your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.  For I was 
hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, 
I was a stranger and you invited me in,  I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and 
you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ ” Matthew 25:34-36    

 
The scene described by Jesus in Matthew 25 is one of judgment.  His sheep will be gathered together and affirmed 
because they did not live selfishly.  They allowed the blessings of their King to flow through them into the lives of 
those around them.  Those who were hungry were fed.  Those who were thirsty were given a drink.  Those who 
were in need of clothing were clothed.  Each act of grace was a physical reflection of the grace received into the 
lives of God’s people.  Let us pray that Feed the Bay will be received by our community as a tangible expression of 
God’s grace that touches their physical needs. 
 

Grace Greater than Emotional Need 
 

 "Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take 
your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.  For I was 
hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, 
I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and 
you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’”   Matthew 25:34-36 

 
While the emphasis of this passage seems to be on meeting physical needs.  We cannot ignore how God’s people 
welcomed the stranger and visited the prisoner.  Those who normally are on the outskirts of life living in the 
border regions of acceptable society are actually touched by the comfort of God’s grace demonstrated by a 
helping hand and a loving heart.  Let us pray this week that Feed the Bay will be a demonstration of God’s  love to 
the families that receive its benefits.  Not just that their pantries might be filled but their hearts might be warmed 
by the love of God expressed through the attitudes of His people. 
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Grace Greatly Expressing the Will of God 
 

 "Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take 
your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.  For I was 
hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, 
I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and 
you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’”   Matthew 25:34-36   

 
If you look closely at God’s affirmation of His people in this passage, you will see not just the intention to act but 
the will to carry the act of grace to completion.  In fact, intentions cannot fulfill the testimony of grace in the 
believer’s life.  Those separated from God were amazed that their intention to do God’s will was not enough.  
Those gathered to God simply fulfilled the message of grace by obediently following the directives of God.  They 
gave food and drink,  they invited the stranger,  they clothed the one without adequate clothing,  each one an act 
of the will, not just good intentions but an actual fulfillment of the directives of grace.  Pray that Feed the Bay 
demonstrates the will of God’s grace through the obedience of His children to bless our community. 

 
Grace Greatly Lived Out 

 

 "Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take 
your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.  For I was 
hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, 
I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and 
you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’”   Matthew 25:34-36   

 
The Spirit of God provides life.  When we respond to the Gospel and accept Jesus as our personal Savior, the Spirit 
of God comes to reside in our hearts becoming the source of life and vitality for our existence.  Before, we were 
dead in our sins, after we become alive in Jesus.  Since we are alive in the grace of Jesus, it is important that we 
use our lives to demonstrate the love of Christ to our community.  Pray that each of us demonstrates the love of 
Christ as we participate in Feed the Bay and that many lives will be touched by God’s grace through these acts of 
love. 

 
Grace Greatly Increases Our Fellowship 

 

 "Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take 
your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.  For I was 
hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, 
I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and 
you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’”   Matthew 25:34-36   

 
When the King refers to those who have expressed His love and grace to their community, He refers to them as a 
group.  When they respond, they respond as a group – when did we see you hungry, or thirsty, or in need of 
clothing (see v. 37-38)  Living out the grace of God unifies the lives of His followers.  It is not about me, it is not 
about you.  It is about how we can serve the Lord together.  Let us pray that Feed the Bay becomes an example of 
God’s people serving God in unity. 
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Week Four 
Saying Grace 

 

This week. pray that the activities of Feed the Bay will bless our community, our churches, the agencies that 
minister to the hungry, and the families in need.  Pray that Feed the Bay will bring glory to our God. 

 

God Glorified in the Body 
 

 “I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage 
so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death.”   
          Philippians 1:20 

 
Paul’s bold words of faith express his desire to glorify God in his body.  If he lives, he wants his life to glorify God.  
If he dies, he wants his death to glorify God.  He wants to be a living, breathing expression of worship and the 
exaltation of God.  Pray that the same desire might capture our hearts.  Pray that Feed the Bay might be an 
expression of  God’s people worshipping God through their actions. 

 
God Glorified in the Heart 

 
 “Arise, cry out in the night, as the watches of the night begin; pour out your heart like water in 

the presence of the Lord. Lift up your hands to him for the lives of your children, who faint 
from hunger at the head of every street.”      Lamentations 2:19   

 
The prophet Jeremiah challenges the people to lift up their hearts in prayer because God has revealed His 
judgment on them.  Rather than let God’s judgment harden them against God, they are to open their hearts and 
cry out to the Lord.  Jeremiah says that it is time to return to God by pouring out their hearts and lifting up their 
hands.  Worship can include being burdened for the world in which we live.  As we pray for God’s glory to be 
revealed to our community, we must sincerely care for those who are in need of salvation, physical support, and 
emotional encouragement.  Let us glorify God with hearts that are aware of the needs surrounding us.  Let us pray 
that our worship through Feed the Bay will bring honor to our God. 
 

God Glorified in Our Choices 
 

 “When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, ‘Put out into deep water, and let down the 
nets for a catch.’  Simon answered, “Master, we've worked hard all night and haven't caught 
anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets.’”    Luke 5:4-5   

 
The human will is best ordered under the Lordship of Jesus.  Left to our own devices, we often go astray and find 
ourselves separated from God based on our willful choices.  If we are willing to follow the Lord, however, He will 
shape our will so that it aligns itself to the will of God.  Part of this aligning process is simple submission.  Notice 
Peter’s words – because you say so.  There were many reasons why Peter could have refused Jesus, but Peter 
honored Jesus by doing what was requested of him for no other reason than because Jesus said so.  Let us pray 
that our will is thus shaped.  May God be glorified in us as we submit our will to His and feed the hungry through 
Feed the Bay. 
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God Glorified in Our Spirit 
 

 “In that day they will say, ‘Surely this is our God; we trusted in him, and he saved us. This is 
the LORD, we trusted in him; let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation.’ "   Isaiah 25:9 

 
Isaiah looks forward to a time when God will fulfill all His promises to His people.  Tears will be wiped away from 
our eyes, death and disgrace will be cast away.  On that day, the voices of God’s people will be united in praise.  
Our spirits will celebrate the Lord and we will rejoice in our salvation.  Those are precious thoughts for a believer 
and give us great hope.  Yet, the spirit of the believer need not wait for that day to celebrate.  While we wait 
patiently for God to bring all these things to completion, we have reasons today to celebrate our salvation.  Let us 
pray that our spirits celebrate the nature of God’s work in us.  As we are used by God through Feed the Bay, let us 
celebrate God who gives us such opportunities to serve His kingdom and exalt His name. 

 
God Glorified in our Fellowship 

 

 “By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”  John 13:35 
 
Feed the Bay provides a moment in time in which Christians can demonstrate the unity and love of Christ 
in a tangible way.  Jesus said it was through the mutual love of the community of faith that the world 
would know that we are His followers.  Pray that we will demonstrate this unity and that our community 
would know that we are His followers.  Pray that we show unity and love in every aspect of the Feed the 
Bay ministry.  Also pray that this demonstration of love will continue in our church community.  As we 
love and work together for God’s glory, may we be pleased to be identified as the followers of Jesus. 

 

 


